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Sister City relationship established between 
Cavtat, Croatia and Watsonville, California 


* Photo and text courtesy of 
Konavlc Municipality 


Watsonville Mayor Francisco Estrada (center) and fellow Watsonville City Council Members stand with Caveat, Croatia Deputy 
Municipal Prefect Ivo Radonic (3rd from left) and Cavtat Head of the Department of General Affairs, Mario Curie (3rd from 
right) after signing an agreement establishing a sister city relationship between the two cities. Roth cities will cooperate in the 
areas of education, culture, sports and economy. “There’s a real big historic connection circling our two communities. Many of 
our ancestors from Croatia came here for a better life. They became proud Americans but with a strong connection with the 
homeland” said Rodonic, who was presented with the key to the city by Watsonville Mayor Francisco Estrada. * 



Many thanks to SACO and it’s members for helping to facilitate this partnership. What a wonderful way to celebrate the 40th 
Anniversary of our organization. May we continue to build strong and lasting relationships with those that support all that we 
do. 
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SACO’S 40TH ANNIVERSAY 
(formerly YACO) 

If you have any photos that you can share with the organization, please contact Linda Pavlovich, President- 
We are looking for photos that remind us of how much we have enjoyed the years past in both YACO and then SACO. 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Prepared by: Susan Radin Gallagher 

SACO checking account balance as of 5/10/19 was $26,026.74 
SACO scholarship account balance as of 5/10/19 was $6,762.00 

Lamb Dinner 

The lamb dinner was very successful! We made a profit of over $3,300. 

Thank you to the following families for contributing prizes or desserts for the lamb 
dinner. We appreciate your participation! Basich, Bassman, Biggs, Bloom, Bronzon, 
S. Bulich, J. Colendich, Eiskamp, Espejo, Gallagher, Hedgpeth, Hercott, Kusanovich, 
Lukrich, Moresco, D. Nielsen, Rains, Schimpeler, Schnitter, Simmons, Solano, Spain, 
Stringari, J. Vukasovich, V. Vukasovich, Weigandt and those that slipped by. 


Ja J'lmiwtf LPf 

Anthony (Tony) Colendich and Mildred Secondo Davis 
We remember those members who have passed away• May they rest in peace. 




SACO Member Tony Scurich Recognized 

Ar the March 15th National Agriculture Spring Luncheon held at the Santa Cruz 
County Fair Heritage Hall in Watsonville, SACO member Tony Scurich, of Scurich 
Insurance Services, was presented with the 2019 A1 Smith Friend of Agriculture award 
For his strong support of local agriculture. The annual event is coordinated by the Santa 
Cruz County' Farm Bureau and the educational organization Agri-Culture. 

This award is named after A1 Smith who was the founder of Orchard Supply Hardware 
and who donated 3,000 coastal acres from the Swanton Pacific Ranch to Cal Poly. To¬ 
ny is also SACO’s top BBQ’er for our events. Thanks Tony, for all you do for SACO and the community. 




Drivers wanted: 

Some of our members may need transportation 
to the July 7 ,h BBQ and other SACO events. 

We want everyone to be able to attend. 

If you can help, please contact: Linda Pavlovich 
at (831)722-2481 

Volunteers Needed : 

Help is needed in all areas to make our July 

7 th SACO BBQ a success. We will be celebrating 40 
years. Contact Maryann : (408) 828-5206 



Lost and Found at the Lamb Dinner: 

Men’s navy and black flannel plaid shirt, size XL 
Contact Maryann: (408) 828-5206 


Lost and Found at the SAEP Dinner: 

Pair of women’s prescription glasses at a table 
Contact Linda: (831) 722-2481 
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President’s Message 


Well, we have had an exciting and busy first five months of 2019. We were fortunate to engage and entertain our guests from Cavtat. Their 
11 days and nights were full of things to see and do. They landed on a Saturday and Sunday Luci and John Basor started them out with a 
tour of Santa Cruz County. During their stay they were able to see agriculture, apple processing, and the historic San Juan Bautista Mis¬ 
sion, and various sites on the Monterey Bay. The City Tour, WPD, water plant, PVHA, Catholic cemeteries, and historical buildings were 
very interesting to them. A planned day trip to San Francisco was also included. They were able to take time out for an evening of relaxa¬ 
tion with wine tasting and cigars. Their last night was spent in Santa Cruz for a great basketball game with the Santa Cruz Warriors. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank the entire John and Jelka Basor family and Eric and Teresa Del Piero for hosting our Cavtat 
dignitaries. I would also like to thank everyone who took time out to entertain our guests and made their stay possible. 

Our 4th. annual SAEP dinner in February was very successful. It was a pleasure having the support of the Watsonville City Council attend¬ 
ing and meeting Ivo Radonic and Mario Curie from Cavtat prior to the City Council meeting solidifying the Sister Cities of Cavtat and Wat¬ 
sonville. The exchange of signed documents was very moving and memorable. 

Everyone seemed to enjoy our annual lamb barbeque in April. We sold 248 tickets which is the most we have served for this event. A big 
thank you to all who attended and supported SACO. 

Our next event is the July 7th barbeque. We want to make ihis event special to recognize 3ACO*s 40th. anniversary. I hope everyone will 
be able to attend. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Linda K, Pavlovich 


Watsonville Library Digitization Project; Update 

Susan Remson, Research Librarian 


We are digitizing the Kalifornski! Watsonville Public Library and the Pajaro Valley Historical Association are working on this 
process. We arc still looking for some copies in spite of the great collection shared by Ann Bakovic. Do you have back issues that 
you can donate or we can copy? Please contact Susan Renison at the library: S31-768-3414 or ^usan.ivniNon^Virvobvat.sonvillc.c^rg . 
Thank you for your help! 

NEEDED ISSUES : it is sometimes diflicult to track when rhe newsletter was published - the following is a list of the issues wc lack. 
(In some years, there were more issues published bur we don’t know when they came out - so the months we already have are in 
parenthesis). Thank you again! 

1991 October 

1993? (We have Sept and December) 

1995 (we have February* Aug/Scpt, Nov/ December) 

1996 MISSING SUPPLEMENTAL issue that goes with the April/May paper 
199S (wc have July/Aug, November, December) 

2000 (we have Spring, Junc/July, Nov/Dec) 

2001 September/October 
2002 Nov/Dec 

2003 May/ June, September, October 
2004 (we have Spring and Autumn) 

2013 (we have Spring, Summer, Winter) 

2014 (we have FallAVinter) 
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SLAVIC AMERICAN CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 
2019 High School Scholarship Recipients 

Congratulations to all the students who have been awarded scholarships this school year. 
We wish you the best as you now embark on your continued educational endeavors. 


Alessandra Balestrieri-Jennings: 

Stevenson School, Pebble Beach, CA. 

Sonoma State University 

Parents: Christine Balestrieri & Stanley Jennings 

Grandparents: Frank & Norma Arbanas Balestrieri, 

James &. Lois Jennings 

Great Grandparents: Tom 6c Agnes Arbanas 

Great, Great Grandparents: Luca & Kate Sekondo Arbanas 

Ljuta, Croatia and Lovorno, Konavle, Croatia 

Hunter Bobcda: 

Aptos High School 

Cabrillo College 

Parents: Peter 6c Kristy Bobeda 

Grandparents: Tony & Betty Kesovia Bobeda. 

Ron & Linda Gordon 

Great Grandparents: Vide & Lena Cupich Kesovia 

Great, Great Grandparents: Steve & Anne Moncovich Cupich 

Lovorno, Konavle, Croatia 

Carrie Frost: 

Aptos High School 

Cabrillo College 

Parents: Paul 6c Cindy Frost 

Grandparents: Wayne & Lynn Letris Clough, 

Ed & Seena Frost 

Great Grandparents: Frank & Millie Lettis 

Great, Great Grandparents: Lucien & Maty Copriviza Letris 

Radovcici, Konavle, Croatia and Kotor, Montenegro 

Conner Taylor: 

Aptos High School 

California State University, Monterey Bay 
Parents: Richard 6c Jeanette Taylor 
Grandparents: Lon & Anna marie Pavlovich Dugger, 

Bill & Pamela Taylor 

Great Grandparents: Joseph S. (Sc Mary Tarabochia Pavlovich 
Great, Great Grandparents: Stephen J, (Sc Ane Konsuo 
Pavlovich, 

Mato 6c Frances Tarabochia 
Ston, Croatia 


Annabelle Vlaicevic: 

Aptos High School 

Chapman University, Orange, CA. 

Parents: John Vlaicevic <Sc Cheryl Rugh 
Grandparents: Llija 6c Anna Sego Vlaicevic, 

Beverly Shocmakc 6i Rodney Rugh 
Bijakovici, Croaria 

Mary 7 Whitney: 

St. Francis High School, Watsonville, CA 
College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA 
Parents: Larry 6c Frances Whiuicy 
Grandparents: Antone & Maty Matic Basich, 

Robert 6c Patricia Whitney 

Great Grandparents: Djuro 6c Franc Rarovic Basich, 
Djuro 6c Marija Mijcc Matic 
Brgat, Gornji Zupa Dubrovacka, Croatia and 
Dubljani, Popovo Poljc, Herzegovina 

Marko Zaninovich: 

Stevenson School, Pebble Beach, CA. 

Cornell University, New York 

Parents: Marko 6c Dominique Zaninovich 

Grandparents: Marko 6c Theo Scott Zaninovich, 

Paul 6c Myriam Degand 

Great Grandparents: Marko 6c Mary Balen Zaninovich 
Hvar, Croatia and Novi Vinodolski, Croatia 
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SAEP UPDATE 


FOURTH ANNUAL SACO/SAEP FEBRUARY DINNER 
By Eric Del Piero 


It is my great pleasure to report oil our Fourth Annual Fundraising Dinner benefiting the Student Ambassador and Exchange Pro* 
gram. What a special historic event that will certainly be remembered by all SACO members in attendance. Not only did we cele¬ 
brate SACO’s 40' 1 ' anniversary and the establishment of Watsonville and Cavtnt’s sister city relationship, but we had the honor of 
introducing Ivo Radonic and Mario Curie to our membership. Other honored guests included Watsonville’s Mayor, Francisco Es¬ 
trada and Congressman Jimmy Panetta. The February 23^ dinner, held at the top of Watsonville’s City Hall, was sold out. All our 
guests took home a SACO 40 th anniversary wine glass as a souvenir of the event. 


Of course, the kindness and generosity of our sponsors made the magic happen. The SAEP committee is so appreciative of the sub¬ 
stantial financial support from the Pavlovich Family, David and Maryann Bulich Schnittcr and Stephen Millich. Gold Star Buick 
GMC has been one of our most important supporters since the beginning and a special thank you goes out to Jim Jeffries. Michael 
and Mary Coprivisa, Scurich Insurance Services, Mark and Karen Sambraillo, Stephanie Bulich, Linda Espejo and Scurich Berry 
Farms were all sponsors and their contributions helped to put on this important event. 


The City of Watsonville was well represented by the Mayor and nil the City Council Members and we thank them for all their sup¬ 
port for our event and the sister city ceremony that happened the week after our dinner. So many businesses and individuals donat¬ 
ed items to our silent and live auctions, and we are so grateful. 


We are gearing up to pick our next group of Student Ambassadors later this year! Applications will be available at the July BBQ 
and we hope to have them available on our website as well. We will announce the date and time of the fall informational meeting 
about the 2020 trip at the July BBQ as well. 
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SACO engraved wineglasses available lor purchase. 
Please contact - a SACO Board Member lor details. 


Dignitaries and members enjoying a wonderful evening 
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CaCencCar of'Events 


St Peter’s Serb Fest 2019 

St. Peter the Apostle Serbian Orthodox Church 

3502 N. First St., Fresno, CA. 

Saturday, June 1,2019 
3:00 to 11:00 pm 

SACO & Friends Giants’ Bus Trip 

Sunday, June 9, 2019 
Giants vs. Dodgers 

Croatian Extravaganza, Sacramento, CA. 

June 8th & 9th, 2019 

Croatian American Cultural Center 

SACO/SAEP BBQ 

October 2019 

More information to follow 


Croatian Festival Picnic 
St. Anthony's Catholic Church 
June 15, 2019 
Los Angeles, CA. 

SACO July Picnic 

Corralitos Community Center/Padres Hall 
33 Browns Valley Road, Corralitos, CA 
Sunday, July 7, 2019, 12:00 noon 

The All Slavic Picnic 

Sunday, August 4, 2019 

Please call: Donna Bronzan for reservations at 

(559) 625-9537 

SACO Christmas Dinner 

Saturday. December 14, 2019 
More information to follow 



:,.rv 
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Alejo “Alex” Solano Honored 

Congratulations to long time SACO 
member and volunteer Alejo “Alex" 

Solano. Aiex was honored as the recipient of the 2019 
Pajaro Valley Chamber of Commerce and 
Agriculture’s Lifetime Achievement Award at their an¬ 
nual dinner held on February 2, 2019, at the Santa 
Cruz County Fairgrounds. 

Thank you Alex for giving of your time over these 
many years to the residents of the Pajaro Valley. 


Nita Gizdich; on the mend 

Good thoughts and healing wishes to beloved SACO 
member Nita Gizdich. We hope to see you at the 
upcoming SACO July Picnic. 

Ozdravi Brzo Nita! 

(“Get Well Soon Nita”) 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES 


How Times Have Changed 



YUGOSLAV 


A/RL//VFS 


MEWS - SUMMER 1985 


Don't Forget that YUGOSLAV AIRLINES is the only Transatlantic Air Carrier that flys 
NON-STOp within destinations :.n Yugoslavia from New York av:d Chicago. 

We still offer the least expensive nr.ri fastest way to/from YUGOSLAVIA /USA. 

This season we will introduce NOK-5TOP service from Ne*.v York to Dubrovnik. 


FARES TO/FROM YUGOSLAVIA 

-Hound trip from Lv: Angale:, to Ljubljana, Zagreb or Belgrade - $968.00 - $1129.00 

-Round trip from Los Angeles to Dubrovnik, Split, Zadur, Rijeka or Pula - $998.00 - S1159.00 

-Round trip from Los Angeles to Skopje, Titograd, Ohrid, Tivat or Pristina - $1018.00 - $1174.00 

-Round trip from Yugoslavia starts from $667.00 


YUGOSLAV AIRLINES SERVICES FROM U.S.A. - SUMMER 1985 

-Five times weekly from New York to Belgrade (Mon. , Tues. , Thurs. , Fri. , Sat.) 
-Three times weekly NON-STOP to Zagreb (Mon., Tues., Sat.) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP to Ljubljana (Thurs.) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP from Chicago via Ljubljana to Belgrade (Thurs,) 

-One time weekly NON-STOP from New York to Dubrovnik (Fri.) 

All our flights have immediate connections to the cities on the Adriatic Coast. 

You can choose one of the following U.S. Domestic Carriers to New York: American 
Airlines, Trans World Airlines, United Airlines or Pan American. 


OTHER ADVANTAGES 


-Passengers originating on the West Coast will have their luggage accepted under 
piece concept (Two pieces not to exceed 70 lb) 

-Yugoslav Airlines passengers staying in Yugoslavia one week or more are offered 
significant discounts of up to fifty percent on car rentals through Kompas/Hertz 
-Free drinks and headsets for music and movies on all trans-Atlantic Flights 
-Also, a stewardess in national costume will welcome you on board 

For further information, please see your travel agent or contact us at: 

YUGOSLAV AIRLINES 
3440 Wilshire Blvd. , #1203 

Los Angeles, CA 90010 1 1 

(213) 388-0379, 388-0128 



















Slavic American Cultural 
Organization 
P.O. Box 226 
Watsonville, CA 95077 

All contribution? arc tax ^ Non-Profit, Non-Religious & 

deductible with the meaning of Non-Political Organization 

Section 501 (c)(3) of the Established in 1979 

Internal Revenue Code 
Federal Tax I.D.S94-2885274 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETINGS 

members and the public are welcome! 

The SACO Board of Directors currently meets the 3rd Tuesday 
of every month at the Driscoll’s Inc. office 
located on Westridge Drive, Building #300, 
Watsonville, CA from 7:00-9:00 PM. 

We hope to see you there! 



The Slavic American Cultural Organization is a non-profit corporation 
established in Watsonville in 1979 to bring together tlu* Slavic community 
of the former Republics of Yugoslavia which arc Post-^-.-Herzegovina, 
Croatia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Slovenia ior social and 
recreational purposes and to instill in the membership a pride in the 
cultural heritage, traditions and contributions of the Slavic Americans in 
Santa Cruz County. A large percentage of the local, current, and active 
merrfbcrs*have aCroatianiicriTagc. 

Remember? What Year? 


SACO Board of Directors 

2018 & 2019 

President: Linda Pavlovich 
lindrt.j>avlovicli@drtscolls.com l (831)595*5898 
Vice-President: Betty Bobeda 
bobcdfl@sbcg/obal,net 
Sec re ton': Kerry' Stringari 
gigo@bflymoon.com 
Treasurer: Susan Rad in Gallagher 
5 iisgflIIfl@flol.com 

FinancialSccreton *. Jolene Vukasovich 
cri bnkery@aol. com 

Publicity Director & Webmaster: 

Luci Baser 
Ibctsor J 9@yflhoo.com 
Par/iamentarian: Stephanie Bulich 
bi i h*c/i@s beg/o ba I. ? let 
******* 

Members at Lame: 

Mflrc Del Piero Judy Huger 

Russell Jeffries Steve Millich 

Lauren Resetar Vucinich 
******* 

Katifornski Editor: 

GeriAnne Solano Simmons 
tcmflnclgenflnne@rto/.com; ( 831 ) 724-1967 



Search for us on 
Facebook 
at: 

Slavic American 
Cultural 
Organization 


BIG NIGHT FOR YACO 
Over 100 people attended a 
dinner at the Miramar 
restaurant Nov. 19 when the 
Yuogslav-American Cultural 
Organization was honored for 
its part in preserving and 
continuing the culture and 
traditions of the Yugoslav 
people. 

Tlic honors were made 
jointly by Vanja Vranjican, 
the president of “Matica 
IselJJenika,” an organization 
in Zagreb, Yugoslavia, that 
tries to preserve the ties 
between the old country and 
the new; Nikola Jelincic 
from Matica in Split, 
Yugoslavia and the island of 
Brae; consul Genera] and 
Mrs. Bozidor Ristlc; and 
Vice Consul and Mrs. Ivica 
Gaspic from the Yugoslav 
Consulate in San Francisco. 
The birthdays of Nick 
Derpich and Mrs. Harry 
Adams also were celebrated 
during the evening. 





































